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PRESERVING EASTFORD’S ‘OLD CEMETERY’  
by the Eastford Cemetery Committee  

    The historic cemeteries of Eastford are vital elements of our 
town’s cultural heritage. Eastford’s ‘Old Cemetery’ located near 
the intersection of Westford and Church Roads was estab-
lished as a town owned “burying place” in 1720. This cemetery 
contains the oldest surviving remnants from the early years of 
our community. Its grave markers are important social, historic, 
architectural and archeological artifacts. This cemetery is an 
important public space that provides us a vital link to the past. 
Its varied markers tell a story of evolving burial and mourning 
practices.  
     While little else remains intact from the beginnings of our 
town this early burial ground with its stone walls and mature 
trees evokes the early history of our community. Visitors are 
provided a place for solitude, contemplation and reflection. 
Functioning as an outdoor museum, this site presents an en-
during collection of rare three dimensional artifacts, some of 
which have remained in place for nearly 300 years.  
     These historic artifacts are a finite and deteriorating re-
source that need preservation and protection from damage by 
weathering, vegetation and vandalism, as well as deferred and 
inappropriate maintenance practices. The Board of Selectmen 
recently established a Cemetery Committee to advise and as-
sist them in the preservation of this cemetery and other smaller 
neglected cemeteries they are allowed by law to maintain. With 
enough financial and volunteer support these valuable cultural 
and historical resources can be preserved for future genera-
tions. Success will be achieved when all of their grave markers, 
trees, and landscape features are in good condition and well 
maintained.  
     Eastford’s ‘Old Cemetery’ was chosen as the early focus of 
the Cemetery Committee. Documentation is the first phase of 
cemetery preservation. For that the Town is relying on the 
Eastford Historical Society whose members have devoted 
many hours developing an online database for this cemetery. 
You can view this work in progress on the Town of Eastford 
website under the Cemeteries tab. It includes grave marker 

inscriptions, marker photos, and an aerial image numbered with 
the location of each marker. 
    Cemetery Committee members and volunteers are actively 
engaged in clearing unwanted overgrowth in this cemetery.  
We have located a number of buried markers in the process. 
Public Works does a good job of maintaining the lawn. An ar-
borist has identified some trees around the perimeter for re-
moval and Rob Davis has volunteered a full day of his services 
to handle that work. 
     Many of the grave markers are unstable, fallen, broken, and/
or leaning dangerously. We are hoping to have many of them 
conserved over the next few years by MCC, a nationally recog-
nized firm in this field.  The first phase of their work is sched-
uled for 2020 and will address those markers most at risk of 
falling. 
     Tom Latham has expressed great interest in the preserva-
tion of this our oldest cemetery. He values the window it pro-
vides us into the history of our town from the time it was settled 
through the early twentieth century. He treasures the folk art 
stone carvings of the colonial era craftsmen on display here. 
Tom has generously donated $10,000 which will fully fund the 
conservation work planned for this year. 
     To complete this conservation work the Town seeks to raise 
another $30,000 over the next few years through a combination 
of grants and donations. Tom Latham has pledged to match all 
grants secured and donations received between now and the 
end of this year up to a total of $10,000.  
     Should you desire to contribute to this important project 
please make your check payable to the Town of Eastford, note 
‘Old Cemetery’ on the memo line, and mail it to the Select-
men’s Office, PO Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. The Town is a 
qualified organization for purposes of tax deductible charitable 
contributions. 
     If you have an interest in volunteering on this or future cem-
etery projects please contact the Eastford Cemetery Committee 
at 860-974-1610 (Tom Latham). 


